August 2010

Upcoming Events

August 26
POOL PARTY and End of
Year Celebration
(Information on back)

August 28

Godly Play Teacher
Training

September 12
WELCOME SUNDAY

Parent Orientation,
Promotion for Children,
Sanctuary 9:45 a.m.

Be here to celebrate the new
program year for Children's
Ministry. Special Gift for all
children.

September 19
First Day of
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Classes 2 years - 5™ grade
Chapel. Cherub Choir and
Celebration Choir (K-5™)
begins.

FRIDAY PLAYGROUPS
10:30-noon.

Annandale United Methodist
Church
6935 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003
Director of Children’s Ministry:
Becki Stewart

Christian Education
Matters... for Children

It's All About LOVE

Fred Rogers is one of my heroes.
For 30 years he offered a special kind
of wisdom and grace for children that
are rarely seen in our culture today.
Instead he gently introduced my
children and others to the idea of
what it means to be a good neighbor.
Fred was an ordained Presbyterian
minister who ministered to families
and children through television and a
recipient of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom and was inducted into the
Television Hall of Fame. A few years
ago | picked up his book The World
According to Mr. Rogers: Important

Things to Remember. Here is one

story he shares-

Helen Rose was a good friend
who taught teachers, doctors and
psychiatrists and counseled with
professionals working with children
and families all over the world. She
was one of the great people of our
age in the understanding of the
dynamic development of human
beings. After one operation for
cancer and some subsequent therapy,
Helen chose to refuse treatment when
her cancer reappeared. One day
when | visited her, | found Helen very
frail, yet interested in all that | had to
tell her about our television work and
her Pittsburgh friends. Some of the
time | just held her hand and we said
nothing. We didn’t have to.
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After one of those silences,
Helen said to me, “Do you ever pray
for people, Fred?” “Of course | do.”
So | said, “Dear God, encircle us with
Thy love wherever we may be.” And
Helen replied, “That’s what it is, isn’t
it?- it’s love. That's what it’s all
about.” Helen was eighty-eight
when she died... and her summation
of life was that love is what it’s all
about.

This week | heard from a friend
about her 7-year old grandson’s
friend who died in his sleep. Her
grandson was grieving the loss of his
dear friend, but he told his parents,
“Now, Tyler will be in heaven with
his uncle Frank.”

Children are concerned with all
the things we are — life, death, love,
hate, meaning and freedom. Itis
our faith that gives us language and
the means to navigate this life. Itis
our faith community that is there for
us whether things are terrible or
joyful. We are glad you are part of
the faith community here at AUMC.
It's a wonderful place to help your
children (and you) deepen their
spiritual life and relationship with
God.

+Blessings, Becki



SUNDAY MORNINGS AT AUMC

WORSHIP 8:30 AND 11:00
Godly Play
9:15 Celebration Choir K-5™ Grade Room 311 f)(jb W

Sunday School teachers pick up choir children for class

9:45  Sunday School 2 year-5™ Grade
Cherub Choir 2-3 & 4 yearolds  Room 208 A method of Christian
. . . L. formation and spiritual
10:45  Parents pick up children (Please respect our teachers' time direction for children.
and be prompt) The goal is to teach
11:00  Chapel - During the 11:00 worship, children 4 years - 3™ children the art of using

religious language — parable,
sacred story, silence and
liturgical action — to help them
become more fully

grade process out following Moments with Children to room
313. Lesson for the day includes hands-on activities to
deepen their understanding of the worship service and grow

closer to God. (Sundays except - first Sunday of the month- aware of the mystery of God’s
Communion Sundays) Begins September 14 presence in their lives. Bible
5:15  Genesis Ringers Begins Sept. 15 4-6 9reders stories are told with objects

and encourage children to

enter into the stories and
relate them to their personal

experience.
SAVE THE DATE Welcome Sunday, Sept. 12 The class also has an art
response, prayer, feast
Promotion Sunday, Parent Orientation, Convocation (snack) and gathering time.

End of the Summer Celebration
Thursday, August 26

5:30-9:00 p.m. :
. _ P Saints Al
Join your friends for our Pool and Potluck party! Paul Armold — constructing our
Bring a dish to share and enjoy swimming, the shelves for the new Godly PISg
special baby beach, diving board, and more. Bill Pemberton —Construction,

painting shelves for new

*\ $10 per family, $5 per individual % TS o
Fllory Dock and family—
m EVERYONE IS WELCOME m orga};lizing the Pool8}: Potluck

Part

So bring your friends, neighbors, and family. A,,,,-Z Melean — organizing
classrooms

Lauren Twomey — bulletin
board help, organizing
Dave Campbell — Making
parable boxes and trays for
Godly Play classes.

More information on our Children's Ministry Webpage or email
Becki www.bstewart@annandale-umc.org




